236                      A SHOUT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
••                                        •               '    .
all the nations, but, when consulted, his own people would
have nothing to do with it, and refused either to join die League
or to ratify the Treaty which inaugurated it, thus, as was said
at the time, leaving an American foundling on the European
doorstep.    It was, moreover, for the time being a League
dominated by the victorious nations, some of whom appeared
to regard it from the beginning as the special guardian of the
Treaty which embodied the conqueror's terms.    With the              1
United States outside, with Germany excluded, with Russia
in revolution and actually in a state of war with some of the
Allies, and with its own members suspiciously on guard less
their sovereignty should be invaded, die League as launched
in 1919 fell short of the idea of its founders, and has been exposed
to much criticism in after days because its action reflected
its constitution.   It was hoped that the accession of Germany,
which took place in 1926, would correct its bias and extend
its range, but Herr Hitler's secession clouded that prospect,
and it remains still mainly an organ of opinion, dependent on
the opinion behind it, and not an executive authority imposing
its will on the nations.
" her Changes
Other territorial changes can only be glanced at. Belgium -^tained the two Walloon cantons of Eupen and Malmedy; iark recovered the northern part of Schleswig; Danzig ^e a free port to be administered by the League of Some of these changes raised great difficulties and created new problems which still need the most careful handling if they are not to be the cause of dangerous quarrels in the future. It was natural that the Poles should seek an oudet to the sea* but the " Polish corridor " which provides the way to Danzig through previous German territory, and creates a Polish belt between East Prussia and the rest of Germany, was boimd to be an offence to the Germans, and leaves a grievance for wtich it is difficult to find the remedy. Austria was left in a parlous plight—a little country with an enormous capital, the relic of a vanished Empire bequeathed to a little aid mainly agricultural people.
Many German subjects were passed over to Poland and under the treaties, and the southern half of Upper
